
Mapping LGBTQ St. Louis 

Additional Information Sheet 

 

 

Location: 

Burger Chef parking lot 
 

Additional Information:  

One particularly important encounter between the police and patrons of the Grand and Olive bars took 
place on Halloween night, 1969. Police arrested a group of nine young people dressed in women’s clothes 
as they exited the Onyx Room. At the time, “masquerading” or dressing in the clothes of the opposite sex 
was prohibited by a municipal ordinance. The Mandrake Society (a gay rights group founded in the 
Central West End the previous April) sprang into action that night. Spreading word of the incident by 
phone, members of the Mandrake Society and other supporters gathered at police headquarters downtown 
and demanded that those arrested be released. This is the first known public protest by gay activists in the 
history of St. Louis. The Mandrake Society assisted with bail, then hired a lawyer who later convinced a 
judge to drop the charges. This was a crucial early victory for the local gay and lesbian rights movement 
and contributed to a flowering of LGBTQ activism in St. Louis in the 1970s. 

 

For additional history see: 

Humphreys, Laud. Out of the Closets: The Sociology of Homosexual Liberation. (Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 
Prentice-Hall, 1972) 
 
City of St. Louis Metropolitan Police Report 11-01-1969 
 

 

 










